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Measures of the importance of and self-satisfaction with the inde-
pendent and interdependent self were used to test age, gender, and
culture differences in the nature of self-conception. The partici-
pants were 903 first- or second-year college undergraduates and
936 middle-class adults from four countries differing markedly in
religious, political, and cultural dimensions: Hong Kong, Iran,
Russia, and the United States. In both coilege and adult samples
from all four countries, the Interdependent self was rated more im-
portant and a greater source of satisfaction than the Independent
self. Analyses of variance indicated substantial main effects for age
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