Patient ID Label


HSV PCR Request Form

The PCR is a method used for the rapid diagnosis of CNS infections with Herpes Simplex virus. The rapid diagnosis is important because of the potential morbidity and mortality associated with HSV encephalitis or meningitis and the availability of antiviral therapy (acyclovir) that is proven to ameliorate the disease.

The ordering physician must complete this form for the performance of HSV PCR on CSF.

Please enter Admitting Diagnosis:

   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fever and headache and an elevated CSF protein (> 0.55g/L) and lymphocytes (>5 cells/mm3) taken together are highly suggestive of a viral etiology. The CSF must preferable be collected prior to treatment with Acyclovir. This form must be completed and submitted with the CSF specimen.

Clinical Manifestation
Present
Absent
Other Comments:

Encephalitis




Meningoencephalitits




Meningitis




Suspected Neonatal Herpes




Clinical Symptoms
Present
Absent
Other Comments:

Fever




Headache




Seizures




Other




CSF Results
Test date
Results
Normal

Protein


< 0.55 g/L

Leukocytes 


1-5 x 106 /L*

Erythrocytes


0 x106 /L*    

Neutrophils (%)


Predominant in Bacterial Meningitis

Lymphocytes (%)


Predominant in Viral Meningitis

Gram Stain




Is patient treated with acyclovir?     Yes  or   No (Please circle)
Enter date when acyclovir treatment was started: ---------------------------------------------------

Testing will only be performed where the diagnosis is consistent with encephalitis; 

In other situations consult with the Infectious Disease physician.

CSF minimal volume requirement for PCR testing:  300 l

Comments:



*Exceptions for bloody taps
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