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Abstract:

The SLRU was approached by the new Children’s Treatment Network of Simcoe York to assist them in the
evaluation of this new model to determine the effectiveness of a unique integrated network to serve children and
youth aged 0-19 years with multiple disabilities in a diverse under-serviced region of Ontario. The year was
spent in the research and development of a proposal that is being submitted for funding. An evaluation
infrastructure is also being developed for full community participation.

The purpose of the evaluation is to compare the effectiveness and efficiency of more and less integration of
services for the treatment and rehabilitation of children with multiple disabilities and their families in Simcoe
York. Anticipating a phased implementation plan and more children in the Simcoe York area with disabilities on
service waiting lists than we can initially enroll in the network, we propose the most rigorous of Economic
Evaluations — a randomized trial of the comparative effects and expense of the current self-directed use of a
less integrated system of Children’s Treatment services compared with the use of the current less integrated
system augmented with proactive, navigated, coordinated, and comprehensive child and family system access
to assessment and treatment services. Agency services available for use, as appropriate, are the same for each
arm of the trial. The question to be explored is the cost-benefit of the added resources for integration and
coordination.



